Virgil Dougherty
October 5, 1947 - April 14, 2022

Virgil David Dougherty, 74, of Alachua, FL, passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, April
14th, at UF Health Shand’s Hospital while surrounded by his family.
Virgil was born on October 5th, 1947, to Russell and Lora Lee Dougherty in Gainesville at
Alachua General Hospital and was raised in Orange Heights. Virgil attended Waldo
Elementary and Hawthorne High School, graduating in 1965. After high school, Virgil
enlisted in the United States Army and was stationed at Ft. Knox, KY, for 2 years while
training to be a tracked vehicle mechanic. Beginning in 1967, Virgil served for 10 years in
the Florida National Guard, where he obtained the rank of Specialist E-5.
Virgil met and married the love of his life, Linda Kay Malphurs Dougherty on April 28th,
1968, and was happily married for just shy of 54 years. He and Linda Kay had two
children and 4 grandsons that he adored more than life itself. If you wanted to get him
talking, ask him about his family. Virgil and Linda Kay have also been long-time members
of the First United Methodist Church of Alachua.
Virgil had a long career as an Electrical Contractor working for Joe Tate, Carlos Hope
Electric, his own electrical/contracting businesses, D&M Contractors and Virgil Dougherty
Electric, and the Alachua County School Board as a lead electrician, where he finished his
career, retiring in 2020. At a point in his career, Virgil’s business morphed from that of just
electrical to security installations, for which he travelled the Southeastern United States
installing doors, locks, control panels and the like in new and renovated jails, prisons, and
hospitals. To say that he has had some unique experiences and met some interesting
people during his career would be an understatement.
Those that knew Virgil knew that he was a man of few words, however, when he had
something to say, it was worth taking the time to listen. Virgil was known by his strength
and stature, as he was often referred to as “Big Virg.” While he was large in stature, his
heart was even larger. Virgil had a gentle soul – a gentle giant if you will. He was a
determined, hard-working, compassionate, kind, selfless, patient, and Godly man that
fiercely loved his family. In his time away from work, Virgil could be found in the company
of his family and friends, whether it be working as the commissioner for Pop Warner
football (both locally and regionally), cheering on his kids and grandkids at their various
sporting events, watching a good NASCAR race or western show on the TV, or “piddling

around” in his shop. Virgil’s extra-large hands were rarely at rest.
Virgil is preceded in death by his parents Russell and Lora Lee Dougherty of Orange
Heights, FL, and his in-laws J.D. and Eletha Malphurs of Alachua, FL.
Virgil is survived by his wife of 53 years, Linda Kay Malphurs Dougherty and his son
Jonathan (Missy) Dougherty, daughter, Heather (Thomas) Moore, grandsons, Gunnar and
Grant Dougherty and Trey and Maddox Moore, brothers, Russell (Pat) Dougherty,
Melrose, Paul (Jeanie) Dougherty, Orange Heights, brother in laws, Bobby (Judy)
Malphurs and Billy (Sharon) Malphurs, both of Alachua, as well as numerous nephews,
nieces, and cousins.
The family will receive friends and family from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 20th,
2022, at Williams-Thomas Funeral Home Westarea at 823 NW 143rd Street, Newberry, FL
32669.
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 21st, 2022, at the First
United Methodist Church of Alachua at 14805 NW 140th Street, Alachua, FL 32615.
A graveside service will immediately follow at Elzey Chapel Cemetery in Worthington
Springs, FL. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a charity of your choice.
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LW

Laura B Wilcox lit a candle in memory of Virgil Dougherty

Laura B Wilcox - May 07 at 12:59 AM

1 file added to the album Memorial Video

Williams-Thomas Funeral Homes - April 22 at 08:05 AM

SC

Sheila Calsam lit a candle in memory of Virgil Dougherty

Sheila Calsam - April 19 at 08:31 AM

KM

I will miss you so much Uncle Virgil. You were always there for me anytime I
needed something. You were such a kind and loving person. I am honored to
have had an Uncle like you. I love you very much!
Kristy Malphurs - April 18 at 11:42 PM

JT

Virgil was quiet and almost shy back in the early to mid-60s. Virgil was honest,
polite and bright academically! Rest In Peace, Virgil...you've certainly earned it! I
pray for Virgil's family and friends. Virgil will truly be missed but our memories will
sustain us and heal us!
John Tucker - April 18 at 11:11 PM

DH

Attended HHS with Virgil, played football together. I remeber Virgil an his Henry J.
RIP
Dickie Hughes - April 18 at 08:35 PM

CD

There was a time, years ago, when Virgil and I worked side by side on various
jobsites. He was always kind, honest, hard working. Virgil possessed a grand
sense of humor. I was fortunate to know him. The world will feel the loss of his
quiet grace.
Chuck Dawson
Archer, Florida
Chuck Dawson - April 18 at 09:19 AM

SZ

Jonathan and family my thoughts are with you and my
prayers go out to you. May peace and love comfort you at
this time.

Scott Zofnas - April 17 at 02:37 PM

JH

I was in Virgil’s graduating class at HHS in 1965. He was always a gentle giant
who everyone loved. I am so sorry for your loss! Judith Widener Hogan
Judith Hogan - April 17 at 11:44 AM

NS

I graduated with Virgil in 1965 at Hawthorne High School. He was a very kind, caring
young man. I am thankful to know that he had a faithful, well invested life. Trusting for
comfort and peace for his devoted family and friends.
Nancy Hunsucker Smith
Nancy Hunsucker Smith - April 17 at 03:24 PM

DW

Dee W. Watson lit a candle in memory of Virgil Dougherty

Dee W. Watson - April 16 at 02:57 PM

