Florinda Dela Cruz Cruz
February 17, 1953 - June 30, 2020

Florinda Dela Cruz Cruz, age 67 of Gainesville, Florida, passed away of natural causes at
her home June 30, 2020. She is the eldest of nine siblings born in Malolos, Bulacan,
Philippines, February 17, 1953 to Ruben Calayag Cruz and Arsenia Dela Cruz Cruz.
Florinda moved to the United States in 1976 after completing her degree at Centro
Escolar University in Manila with a degree in Psychology. In Florida, she married and
started a family, for whom she worked tirelessly and sacrificed, and remained loyal to,
through many trials. She worked 30 years at UF Health Shands in Pediatric Cardiology
and Pulmonology, assisting countless children and families. Her life is remembered as a
journey of independence, family, and service. She is survived by her three children, Don
Ezra (Fay), Sean (Larissa), and Yolani Cruz Plemons, and three grandchildren, AvaElaine, Ingrid, and Sorcha Dacey-Cruz. They continue her legacy of creativity, love of
travel, food and music, healing and compassion, and dedication to family. Her surviving
siblings Celedonia, Nieves, Menandro, Alberto, Sylvia, Josefina and Maria Carolina live
around the world. Florinda will be cremated and her ashes scattered to the waters she
loved and called home - Newnans Lake, Rum Island Spring, St. Augustine Beach, the
Pacific Ocean and the rivers of Malolos, Bulacan, Philippines. A part of her remains will
also be interred in Malolos Cemetery with her parents and brother, Renato. May she find
peace in the tides, everlasting.
The family started the nine-day novena virtually on July 2. On the 40th day of her passing
a mass will be held online. A celebration of life service will be planned for the future, post
pandemic. Donations may be made in her honor by providing a meal to someone in need
or donating to your local food bank.

