Azza Showket Guertin
December 3, 1935 - October 15, 2019

Azza Showket Guertin, 84, passed away peacefully on October 15, 2019. Dr. Guertin was
born and raised in Baghdad. She came to the United States after marrying her husband of
63 years, Dr. Wilson Guertin. She received her Bachelor of Science from the University of
Baghdad, a Master of Science from Clark University and her PhD from the University of
Florida. Her area of educational focus was biology.
Dr. Guertin was preceded in death by her parents Ibrahim and Subhiya Showket and
sister Malika Awni. She is survived by her husband Wilson; her brother Khalil Showket
(Dorothy); her four children Leah Oehmig (Edward), Lila Guertin, Barry Guertin and Nadia
Locke (Bruce); step-daughter Lila Levinson; her grandchildren Wesley Oehmig (Karen),
Elena Suarez (Eric), Renee Guertin, Henry Guertin (Julia), Maya Locke and Lily Locke;
her niece Lina Awni (Haitham); and her nephews Ziyad Showket, Zaid Awni (Jane) and
Abdullah Awni. She was also survived by many step-grandchildren and step-great
grandchildren.
Besides the joy of raising her four children, Dr. Guertin found great pride in her 30+ year
teaching career at Santa Fe College where she taught biology. She was adored by
students and fellow faculty alike. She was often stopped on the streets of Gainesville by
members of her “fan club” (students) who volunteered to share the positive and the often
substantial impact she had on their lives and careers. She was very proud of her children
and her students.
Dr. Guertin was an environmental steward, teaching the next generation about
conservation and through her financial support of environmental organizations such as the
Nature Conservancy and the World Wildlife Fund.
Dr. Guertin was a kind, gentle woman of great wit and an even greater wardrobe. She
spent her spare time traveling the world, reading and seeking knowledge. She even taught
herself calculus in her elder years and attended Cambridge University summer classes for
several years.
Burial will be private for family only. If you wish to be invited to her celebration of life,
please email nadialocke@me.com
In lieu of flowers, please consider honoring Dr. Guertin in one of the following ways:
Planting a native tree, Supporting the Santa Fe College Zoo, Supporting the Kanapaha

Botanical Gardens, Donating to the Butterfly Rainforest at the Florida Museum, Donating
to the Friends of the Library Serving Alachua County.

Comments

“

I was chairman of the Foundations of Education department at the University of
Florida when Dr. Wilson Guertin was a faculty member in the department. His wife,
Dr. Azza Guertin, who I knew through that connection, was a wonderful lady. She
was kind and pleasant and always helpful. She also was a superb teacher, which
others who were her students and colleagues have testified to again and again. She
will be missed. I liked her immensely.
Robert R. Sherman

Robert R. Sherman - October 22, 2019 at 05:00 PM

“

Azza will never be forgotten for her compassion with teaching. She was a tough but
fair instructor. She taught with a high level of professionalism and fashion in her
attire. I remembered breaking the ice in class many years ago when she entered the
room after an exam. Due to her seriousness and concern for the grades and say "
looking good Azza" ! She would blush and go on to review the exam with a smile. I
went on to UF and would write that on her board when I was on campus visiting,
knowing it would surprise her and make her day. She helped many students as they
followed their tracks to become healthcare professionals. Most of all, she took time to
help students prepare for the M-CAT prior to medical school. Azza was a very special
person who cared for her students and will be greatly missed. My prayers and
thoughts go out to the family. Sincerely, Dr. Hoehn

john hoehn - October 21, 2019 at 02:46 PM

“

I went to catch Azza about some faculty business and found her in the lab preparing
specimens for her class. Her fingers were all bloody. Azza, I exclaimed, "You didn't
take your rings off!" Her response: "Blood doesn't hurt diamonds!" love, Anne Lisca

Anne H Lisca - October 18, 2019 at 12:18 PM

